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On Tuesday, November 29, 2022, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors approved the “Law Enforcement
Equipment Policy” by avote of 8 to 3. Contained in the policy was approval for the SFPD to utilize potentially
lethal force in extreme circumstances to save or prevent further loss of life.

“The passage of this policy is atestament to the confidence Mayor Breed, the Board of Supervisors, and the
people of San Francisco have in our department and our officers, and | am humbled by their overwhelming
support, said San Francisco Police Chief William Scott. “The use of robots in potentially deadly force situations
isalast resort option. We live in atime when unthinkable mass violence is becoming more commonplace. We
need the option to be able to save livesin the event we have that type of tragedy in our city.”

Background:

Cdlifornia Assembly Bill 481 requires law enforcement agencies in Californiato obtain approval from their
applicable governing body, via adoption of a“Law Enforcement Use of Equipment Policy” through an
ordinance, prior to the law enforcement agency seeking funds, permanently or temporarily acquiring, using new
or existing equipment. The approval of this policy alows the Department to continue using the toolsin the
current inventory in the manner we have since acquiring them. This use policy, asrequired by AB 481, isthe
first time this Department has addressed the specific use of force via robots.

The SFPD robots were acquired by the Department between 2010 and 2017. The SFPD does not own or operate
robots outfitted with lethal force options and the Department has no plans to outfit robots with any type of
firearm. The robots are remotely controlled and operated by SFPD officers who have undergone specialized
training. Our robots are primarily used in EOD/bomb situations, hazardous materials incidents, and other
incidents where officers may need to keep a safe distance before rendering a scene secure.

In extreme circumstances, robots could be used to deliver an explosive charge to breach a structure containing a
violent or armed subject. The charge would be used to incapacitate or disorient a violent, armed, or dangerous
subject who presents arisk of loss of life. Thistype of explosive chargeis considered a Type |1l intermediate
force option (or Type IV in the case of serious injury or death) in the SFPD’ s Use of Force Policy (DGO 5.01),
which the San Francisco Police Commission recently adopted. It could potentially cause injury or be lethal.
Robots equipped in this manner would only be used to save or prevent further loss of innocent lives. Only the
chief of police, assistant chief of operations, or deputy chief of special operations may authorize the use of robots


https://sanfranciscopolice.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsan-francisco-police-issue-statement-regarding-use-remote
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=San%20Francisco%20Police%20Issue%20Statement%20Regarding%20the%20Use%20of%20Remote-Controlled%20Robots%2022-172&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsan-francisco-police-issue-statement-regarding-use-remote
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsan-francisco-police-issue-statement-regarding-use-remote&title=San%20Francisco%20Police%20Issue%20Statement%20Regarding%20the%20Use%20of%20Remote-Controlled%20Robots%2022-172
mailto:?subject=San%20Francisco%20Police%20Issue%20Statement%20Regarding%20the%20Use%20of%20Remote-Controlled%20Robots%2022-172&body=https%3A%2F%2Fsanfranciscopolice.org%2Fnews%2Fsan-francisco-police-issue-statement-regarding-use-remote
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/print/pdf/node/41391

as apotentially deadly force option.
Tags
Featured

Announcements
News Release

Featured News

Drug Market Agency Coordination Center Operation In Multiple Areas Seized Over 1.15

Pounds of Narcoticsand Led To 9 arrests 25-046

April 03, 2025 | 1:00 PM
Featured

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release

SFPD Arrests Habitual Shoplifter Under New Theft Law 25-045

April 03, 2025 | 11:30 AM
Featured

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release

SFPD Arrests Suspect in Mission District Assault 25-044

April 02, 2025 | 4:30 PM
Featured

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release

SFPD Arrests Three Suspectslnvolved in a Series of Organized Retail Crimesin San
Francisco 25-043

March 28, 2025 | 10:00 AM
Featured

Crime News & Tips
Announcements

News Release


https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/drug-market-agency-coordination-center-operation-multiple
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/drug-market-agency-coordination-center-operation-multiple
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-habitual-shoplifter-under-new-theft-law-25-045
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-suspect-mission-district-assault-25-044
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-three-suspects-involved-series-organized-retail
https://sanfranciscopolice.org/news/sfpd-arrests-three-suspects-involved-series-organized-retail

