
Dear President L. Julius M. Turman and Commissioners: 

On behalf of the Bar Association Criminal Justice Task Force, we thank you for presenting 

expert testimony on Electronic Control Weapons (ECW) at your upcoming meeting on June 21, 

2017.  As we hope it would be very helpful to all Commissioners to review key materials prior to 

the meeting, we therefore take this opportunity to highlight five important resources relevant to 

Wednesday night's discussion (We are including as well, our previously submitted report from 

the Bar Association); where articles are attached, we have so noted; where links are available, 

we have provided them: 

1. Stanford Criminal Justice Center Study on Electronic Control Weapons Submitted to 

the Berkeley City Council (2015).  In 2015, the Stanford Criminal Justice Center issued a report 

on its analysis of 150 studies on the public safety impact of Electronic Control 

Weapons.  Berkeley City Council commissioned this report to assist in its consideration of the 

Berkeley Police Department's request to equip its officers with ECWs. (This very recent study 

is attached). 

2.  Taser International's "TASER Handheld CEW Warnings, Instructions, and 

Information:  Law Enforcement (2013).”  The TASER models and warnings that Taser 

International currently provides are significantly different from prior models and warnings. 

Therefore, Taser International's current warning, instructions, and information provided to 

law enforcement are attached.  

3.  6/7/2016 Intercept, "Tased-in-the-Chest-for-23-Seconds-Dead-for-8-Minutes-Now-

Facing a Lifetime-of-Recovery" by Nick Berardini and Matt Stroud.  This article analyzes an 

incident involving 17-year old Bryce Masters, the son of Kansas City Police Officer Matt 

Masters, who was tasered by an officer during a traffic stop and went into cardiac arrest. A link 

is provided to this article.  https://theintercept.com/2016/06/07/tased-in-the-chest-for-23-

seconds-dead-for-8-minutes-now-facing-a-lifetime-of-recovery/ 

4.  Connecticut and Maryland Studies Concerning Disproportionate Impact of Taser Use 

on Communities of Color.  Both Connecticut and Maryland are required to collect state-wide 

data on taser use.  Central Connecticut State University analyzed the state's taser data and found 

that 83% of persons who were subjected to officer taser deployment were unarmed, one-third 

were described as emotionally disturbed and people of color were more likely to be shocked and 

less likely to be given a warning before being shocked than whites. The study may be found at 

this link:  https://www.ccsu.edu/imrp/projects/files/EDW.pdf  

On March 19, 2016, the Baltimore Sun published an article about its data analysis of all taser 

incidents in Maryland over a three-year period.  The Baltimore Sun’s analysis indicated that 

police agencies across the state have predominantly used the devices against suspects who posed 

no immediate threat. The study also established that in hundreds of cases, police did not follow 

widely accepted safety recommendations. Out of nearly 3,000 Taser uses over three years, 64 % 

of those hit by the stun guns were black men; the link is: 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/investigations/bal-tasers-in-maryland-story.html  
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5.  Los Angeles Police Department Use of Force documents that Tasers are too often 

ineffective 47% (2015),  43% (2016).  See: “One of the LAPD's preferred weapons to help 

officers avoid shootings often doesn't work.” Link to the article reporting the 2015 failure rate 

is:  http://www.latimes.com/local/crime/la-me-lapd-tasers-20160401-story.html. In the LA Times 

article, officers discussed their frustrations and concerns:  "Whenever I have it, I say, 'I hope that 

thing works,'…’I've had dreams where I pulled the trigger and nothing happens.’” And “…if 

officers have more problems with their Tasers, they may be less likely to use them and could 

instead go for their guns more quickly. ‘It's going to create a predisposition that you're expecting 

a Taser failure,…'I'm not going to risk my life for a 50% success rate.’”  See also link to 2016 

Use of Force Report by LAPD:  http://assets.lapdonline.org/assets/pdf/2016-use-of-force-year-

end-review-small.pdf (Page 44.)   

 

6.  Finally, the Bar Association’s report and findings previously submitted at approximately 

this time last year is attached. Our position remains the same today:  

 

“Until such time as there is reliable data regarding the efficacy of Tasers@/CEDs in 

reducing police shootings, there is a meaningful effort to improve the safety features of 

Tasers@/CEDs, police can be properly trained in their use, and concerns regarding the 

use of Tasers@/CEDs in a racially disparate manner are addressed, Tasers@/CEDs 

should not be used in the City of San Francisco” and… 

 

“Tasers@ are life threatening weapons which should not be used in San Francisco at this 

time. They are incompatible with the "De-Escalation" approach to 2lst century policing as 

set forth by leading law enforcement executives across the U.S. who emphasize that 

officers should be trained to use distance and cover to slow the situation down and create 

more time for them to continue communicating and developing options. Like the use of 

guns by officers, Tasers@/CEDs have been shown to have a disproportionate impact on 

people of color. They pose a particular danger to vulnerable populations which in San 

Francisco at least, until demonstrated otherwise, are better served by C.I.T's (Crises 

Intervention Teams)” and… 

 

“BASF has concluded that until there is reliable data supporting the efficacy of 

Tasers@/CEDs, and the Police Commission can establish procedures to ensure that 

Tasers@/CEDs are not used in a racially disproportionate manner, Tasers@/CEDs should 

not be used in the City of San Francisco.”   

 

While the SFPD is to be commended on working toward collecting the much needed data now 

required by local and state law, the SFPD has not yet engaged an outside academic to analyze the 

collection of racial data and its connection to use of force data, all of which is needed prior to 

further consideration of this weapon. (The full report is attached.)  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Traun  

On behalf of the Criminal Justice Task Force of the Bar Association of San Francisco 

https://www.sfbar.org/about/initiatives/criminal-justice-task-force.aspx 
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