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Finding 70:

“The process to update Department General Orders is overly protracted 
and does not allow the SFPD to respond in a timely manner to emerging 

policing issues.”

Recommendation 70.1:

“The SFPD should work with the Police Commission to develop a nimble 
process for reviewing and approving existing and new Department 
General Orders that supports policing operations with codified, 
transparent policies.” 
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USDOJ Recommendation

Safety with Respect



SFPD

• Each General Order reviewed every five years
• DPA involvement

– DGOs (drafting and prior to Police Commission submission)
– Bulletins (prior to Police Commission submission)

• Bulletins vs. Notices (rather than A, B, C Bulletins)

– Reduces the number of bulletins going to SFPD personnel
– Notice: information on procedural changes, training, special 

events, deployments, general information and messages from 
Chief of Police

• Bulletins come to Commission when changing DGO
– Only the portion that is changing comes to Commission, not the 

whole DGO.
– Two year expiration, DGO re-opened.
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Improves Development and Input

Safety with Respect



Jan. 17, 2018 – discussion

Feb 7, 2018 

 Removed word “substantially” from 3.01.06(D)

 Discussed and approved, sent for meet and confer

Jan 16, 2019 – added MOUs to scope of DGO.
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3.01 at Commission To Date
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Additions
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Safety with Respect

Annual Plan Development and Approval:

• Approved by Commission President or designee

• Changes to plan approved by same.  

• Current five year plan available



SFPD

Additions
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Safety with Respect

MOUs impacting DGOs

• Existing agreements 

included in packets as 

reference
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Thank you.

Any questions?

Thank you.

Any  Questions? 


